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                                            March 22, 2019 
Dear Parents/Guardians of Performing Arts Students: 
 
Students in the Nova Voce, Bella Voce, Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Winds, Symphonic Band, Symphony Orchestra, String 
Orchestra, and String Ensemble will participate in the Music in the Parks Festival at Hershey Park on Saturday, June 1, 2019.  
Attached to this letter, you will find information about the structure of the trip and the anticipated itinerary.  
 
The Permission Form, Code of Conduct, Health Form, and payment of $107.00 are to be returned to Mr. Dogas, Ms. Sobel, 
Mr. Burns, Mr. Denne, or Mrs. Good (in the front office) on or before April 25, 2019.  We recommend you use our ONLINE 
SCHOOL PAYMENT (OSP).  The link is at www.emms.hcpss.org.  You may also pay by check made payable to EMMS; 
please include the student’s name and phone number on the check.  Due to the high cost of the trip, please do NOT send 
cash in with your student. 
 

Structure of the Trip 
 
Ellicott Mills Middle School has contracted 9 busses with Dillon’s Bus Service for this trip.  Students will be divided into 
chaperoned groups with sizes averaging 6 students per chaperone.  All students must ride the bus to and from Hershey, PA in 
their chaperone group, accompanied by their chaperone.   
 
Our stops will be Hershey High School, Palmyra Middle School, Palmyra High School, and Hershey Park.  Students will move 
from chaperone groups to their performing groups and chaperones will assist by helping to remind students how to display 
exemplary behavior.  Following the performance (see the attached itinerary for more detailed performance information), 
students will re-assemble into their chaperone groups, change clothes, and board buses for Hershey Park.  Students will stay in 
their group with their chaperone for the entire time spent at the park.  Chaperones will take their group to the Awards Ceremony 
at 5:15 pm., where everyone will sit together as a school group. We will board buses to return to EMMS immediately after 
completion of the ceremony.  We should arrive back to EMMS around 8:00pm. 
 
Since this will be a long day, students will be responsible for their own meals. Please help us plan for this task. Students should 
be aware that 5 hours pass between the time we leave the school and we enter Hershey Park. While many of the performance 
venues serve snacks, these are not reliable and students should have food to tide them over until we enter the park.  Most 
chaperone groups will find places to eat upon entering the park, and students may find themselves needing two meals while in 
the park. Help your child understand the difference between money needed for food and money that can be used for games. 
 
We will need approximately 40-50 parent volunteers to chaperone this trip.  There will be a $40 fee for parent chaperones, 
which will cover the admission to the park, and you will be responsible for staying with your group of students for the entire 
day.  For parents with more than one student going on the trip, the chaperone fee will be waived.  Please indicate your interest 
in being a chaperone by completing the bottom of the Permission Form.  Chaperone spots will fill on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  There will not be room on the buses for anyone besides the students, teachers, and chaperones.  The $40 payment must 
be SEPARATE from the $107 student payment.  Please do not submit one check for both.  OSP will split both payments. 

If you have any questions about this trip, or if your student cannot attend for any reason, please call Mr. Dogas, Ms. Sobel, Mr. 
Burns, or Mr. Denne at 410-313-2839. 

Sincerely, 
 

Nicholas Dogas, Choral Director 
Ben Denne, Orchestra Director 
Nicole Sobel, Band Director 
Robert Burns, Band Director 

 
Attachments:   Permission Form (MUST RETURN) 
  Code of Conduct (MUST RETURN) 
  Itinerary 
  Emergency Procedure/Health Info/Medication Order (MUST RETURN) 



Hershey Park Student Itinerary 
§ Students should arrive in concert dress (black pants, concert shirt, black socks and shoes) 
§ Students should have their instrument and everything required for the performance 
§ Students should have enough food that will take care of their hunger until we arrive at the park at noon. 
§ Students should have a change of clothes for the park. 
§ Students should have enough money for one or two meals while at the park ($20-$30 is suggested). 
§ Don’t forget the sunscreen or rain gear (weather dependent of course)! 

 
4:30-4:45am Students board buses. All Cellos/Basses need to be placed under buses 1 & 2. All percussion 

needs to be placed under bus 3. All large wind instruments need to be placed under buses 4, 
5, & 6. All Violins, Violas, and small band instruments need to be loaded in the overhead 
compartment in the seating area of the bus. 

5:15 am Buses Leave for Hershey 
7:30 am Buses Arrive at Hershey High School 
 

** ALL ORCHESTRA STUDENTS SEE ORCHESTRA TIMELINE BELOW ** 
*** ALL BAND STUDENTS SEE BAND TIMELINE ON BACK *** 

**** ALL CHORUS STUDENTS SEE CHOIR TIMELINE ON BACK **** 
 
10:55 am Symphony Orchestra performs, all other students watch in the auditorium 
11:20 am All students return instruments to their original bus, retrieve their Hershey park clothes, and line 

up to wait for all students to retrieve clothes. Boys line up for buses 1-3, girls line up for buses 
5-8. Once changed, students return to their original buses 

11:30 am Buses travel to Hershey Park 
11:55 am Buses arrive at Hershey Park 
5:15 pm Students meet at Hershey Park Arena for Awards Ceremony 
6:00 pm Students board buses and leave for EMMS and are scheduled to arrive back at 8:00 pm 
 

** ORCHESTRA TIMELINE 
7:30 am Buses Arrive at Hershey High School 
7:45 am All orchestra students load Buses 1 & 2 and Buses 1 & 2 travel to Palmyra High School with all       

orchestra students 
8:00 am Orchestra students unpack and leave cases on buses 
8:15 am String Ensemble goes to warm-up; String Orchestra goes to auditorium with instruments  
8:25 am String Orchestra watches group TBD 
8:50 am String Ensemble performs, String Orchestra watches 
9:15 am String Ensemble and String Orchestra watch groups from William Annin MS 
10:05 am String Orchestra goes to warm-up, String Ensemble watches William Annin MS 
10:30 am String Orchestra performs; all students that are in Symphony Orchestra, but not in String 

Orchestra go to the warm-up room. Remaining orchestra students watch. 
 
 
…. GO BACK TO 10:55 am at top of this itinerary!! 
 

DRAFT 



*** BAND TIMELINE 
7:30 am Buses Arrive at Hershey High School 
8:00 am Symphony Winds takes instruments out of the cases and goes to warm-up on stage, 

Symphonic Band goes to warm-up room   
8:15 am Wind Ensemble goes to the auditorium and sits quietly 
8:25 am Symphony Winds perform  

Wind Ensemble students watch performance 
8:50 am Symphonic Band performs 

Wind Ensemble goes to warm-up room. Symphonic Winds students watch. 
9:15 am Wind Ensemble performs; Symphonic Winds and Symphonic Band students watch. 
9:40 am All students pack up their instruments and board buses 3-6 
9:55 am Buses 3-6 travel to Palmyra High School with all band students 
10:30 am Band Students in Symphony Orchestra go to the warm-up room. All other band students go to 

the Auditorium to watch String Orchestra 
 
…. GO BACK TO 10:55 am at top of this itinerary!! 
 
 
 
**** CHOIR TIMELINE 
8:15 am All choir students move to Buses 7, 8, & 9 and travel to Palmyra Middle School with all choir 

students 
9:00 am Bella Voce goes to warm up 
  Nova Voce sits quietly in auditorium 
9:20 am Bella voce Performs; Nova Voce watches 
9:40 am Nova Voce goes to warm-up 
  Bella Voce watches William Annin MS Chorus 
10:00 am Nova Voce Performs; Bella Voce watches 
10:20 am Buses 7, 8, & 9 travel to Palmyra High School with all choir students 
10:30 All choir students go to the auditorium to watch String Orchestra. If students do not return in 

time for the 10:30 performance, they will enter the auditorium at the end of the String 
Orchestra performance 

 
…. GO BACK TO 10:55 am at top of this itinerary!! 
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CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
 

To preserve the dignity and respect that have always been a part of Ellicott Mills Middle School, I do 
hereby pledge to uphold the policies of the school while participating in the trip to Hershey Park with 
the school Chorale, Band, and Orchestra. 

 
By signing below, I agree to the following guidelines.  I understand that a failure to follow these 
guidelines will result in severe disciplinary actions and may exclude me from future field trips. 
 

1. This field trip is an extension of the school day, and therefore I understand that all school rules 
and policies are in effect throughout the entire trip. 

2. I understand that all stops for meals will be made with my chaperone group.  I will not be 
allowed to go anywhere unattended, unless permission is received.   

3. I understand that the teachers, chaperones, and hosts spent many hours making arrangements so 
that the performing groups would have the privilege of participating in this trip.  Although I may 
not be completely satisfied with all of these arrangements, I do realize that it is extremely rude to 
voice complaints about the hard work and efforts of others. 

4. I understand that I have the obligation to inform the chaperones and teachers of any undesirable 
behavior on the part of another Chorale, Band, or Orchestra member 

5. I understand that talking about partaking in any undesirable conduct will be considered an 
intention to do the same. 

 
 
Student Signature: ________________________________________________ 

 

Student Name (PRINTED):  ________________________________________ 

 
I have read the above guidelines and understand that my child must uphold these policies. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:    
 
 


