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Dear Students and Parents,

Greetings!  We are looking forward to another enjoyable year working with one of the most active and 
vibrant aspects of the Ellicott Mills Community…the Ellicott Mills Music Program.  The purpose of this 
packet is to provide information about auditions, classes, and general information about the Ellicott Mills 
Music Program.  Welcome to the family.

Sincerely,

Robert Burns Benjamin Denne Nicholas Dogas M. Joseph Fischer
Instrumental Music Instrumental Music Vocal Music Instrumental Music

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS!
If you love music…  like we do…

we have a place for you in the Ellicott Mills Music Program.

If you play a traditional band or orchestra instrument,
come join one of our amazing bands, orchestras or jazz ensemble.

Do you like to hit things with sticks?
Join our percussion ensemble and tell your mom that all that banging is 

actually your homework.

Any singers out there?  Raise your voice in song as a member of one of our 
outstanding choirs.

So…  If you currently perform, used to perform,
or even just wish you could perform,

the Ellicott Mills Music Program has a place for you.

 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What music ensembles do you offer?
Band (4 levels), Choir (3 levels), and Orchestra (3 levels) classes are part of the curriculum.  We also offer 
Jazz, Percussion and Symphony Orchestra as co-curricular ensembles. More information about these 
ensembles is available by contacting your ensemble director.

When and where are auditions?  Are auditions required for all ensembles?
Only band students (Woodwinds, Brass, Percussion) are required to audition.  String players and vocalists 
are placed according to their grade.  Incoming 6th grade band students will be auditioned in the spring.  We 
usually try to visit each elementary school and hold a quick audition during a regularly scheduled sectional 
or ensemble.

I’m scared of auditioning.  What if I’m not good enough?
First, try not to be nervous.  ALL students are welcome in the music program, regardless of ability level.  
We have many different ensembles, and we want to make sure you are placed into the one where you will fit 
best.  No students are turned away. Auditions are for placement only.  If you want to be involved, we will 
find a place for you!

What do I need for the audition?
A positive attitude is the most important thing you need for the audition.  The audition is not meant to be 
stressful.  Just relax and show us what you can do. *Audition requirements can be found in this packet.

I was involved in music in elementary school, but I don’t think I’m going to sign up in 6th grade.  Can’t I 
just add music back into my schedule later?
Well, technically this is true.  You can always add it later, but why miss out on a whole year of music making.
We strongly encourage you to continue with music in 6th grade.  Give it a try… we think you will love it!
 
I have little or no experience playing an instrument and I don’t read music.  Can I still join the music 
program?
YES!  Every year we have a few students who come to us with no experience - just a love of music and the 
desire to learn.  We will find you a home in the music program.  Teaching students about music is what we 
do!

Does the school provide instruments?
We do have a limited inventory of instruments which can be loaned to students.  Most of these are large or 
less common instruments such as low brass, double reeds, cellos, basses, etc.  If you are unable to provide 
your own instrument, please contact us.  We want you to be involved and will work with you to make it 
happen.

Can I be involved in more than one ensemble at a time?
Not exactly…  Due to the scheduling challenges of middle school, students can only participate in one 
ensemble during the day.  Therefore students must choose whether they will participate in band, choir, or 
orchestra.   However, it is possible for students to be a part of our jazz ensemble, percussion ensemble, or 
symphony orchestra in addition to their other ensembles.



Help!  I’ve been told music courses won’t fit in my schedule.
We hear this every year, and 99% of the time, music WILL fit if you are willing to find a way to make it 
happen.  If you still have concerns about scheduling, contact one of us as soon as possible.  We would be 
happy to help you create a schedule that works.

If I sign up for music, can I still take all of the other classes that I need/want?
YES!  Music students are among the most academically gifted students in our school.  The music program 
teaches hard work, discipline and perseverance which enable our students to excel in the most challenging 
courses.  Studies have shown that music students score an average of 85 points higher on the SATs than 
students who are not enrolled in music courses.  

How much time do the ensembles really take?
Ensembles meet daily during the school day and students are expected to practice at home each night.  
Practice is the homework for your ensemble class.  There are generally 4 - 5 required performances each 
year (depending on your ensemble).  These are announced during the first week of school to give you plenty 
of time to arrange your schedule.  Some extra-curricular ensembles require a greater commitment outside of 
the school day, but these are optional!

Will the time commitment affect my grades?
That depends on you!  Many students report that their grades are better when they are involved in music 
because they have learned better time management skills.

Can I be in music and play sports?
YES!  Music courses meet during the school day.  Required after-school rehearsals/performances are 
announced in plenty of time for you arrange your schedule.  We do expect you to monitor your schedule and 
communicate conflicts as early as possible so that we can work through them with you.  Also be sure to 
communicate your music commitments with your coach.

Where are your music program graduates now?
EVERYWHERE!  We have graduates who have gone on to careers in music performance and education, 
music recording/engineering, and musical theater.  The majority of our students take the life lessons they 
learn here and apply them to careers in non-musical fields.  They continue to listen to, perform and enjoy 
music no matter where their lives take them.  We love it when they stop back to visit, too.

After silence,
that which comes nearest

to expressing the inexpressible
is music.

Aldous Huxley



A NOTE TO PARENTS…

The world today changes before our eyes more quickly than we ever could have imagined.  Those things that 
we once took for granted can no longer be expected, and many of us are fighting to hold onto standards and 
values that seem to be fading all too rapidly.  The problems facing today’s youth are often gigantic and 
frequently beyond his or her control.  All too many want to give up and take the easy way out.  Students 
today face issues and decisions beyond anything we would have dreamed of even ten years ago, and the 
school funding pressures in the arts does not help matters.  The general tenor of the world is almost that of 
“survival”, and amidst all of that we are facing the elimination of arts programs in many areas.  All the more 
reason to hold onto the music program and all of the values it offers to our students.

There is a unique and exciting aspect to the music program which young people seldom find available to 
them elsewhere.  Each performance is a special opportunity where students experience a sense of community 
and realize that the sum of who they are is far greater than any one individual.  They find a sense of esteem 
through unity and expression and understand more than ever the importance of working together towards a 
common goal.  Without it ever being in the curriculum, our young artists are learning how to be team 
players, how to fit into an established community, and how to pull their own weight.  The nurturing of the 
growing performers becomes a high priority as they learn about challenges and standards, and discover that 
the achievement of excellence is a process, not an event.

The music program provides a society and a family to which all of the music students can belong.  It is a 
place where they learn values and standards, where they learn to depend on one another in the pursuit of 
excellence.  They learn about responsibility, pulling their weight, how to manage their time, about 
commitment and reaching for a common goal.  They learn to value people, respect their peers, and not make 
judgments on the superficial.  They frequently acquire a stronger base for their adult life than any other 
avenue open to them.

The thrill of performance, applause, and recognition is all too infrequent for many of today’s students.  
Without the music program experience, many would never know this joy.  There are few opportunities for a 
young person to be imaginative and creative.  Few other places teach a young person to measure his or her 
self worth on standards all too often lost in today’s world.  Few educators today have the opportunity to 
reach students to the degree that a music teacher can, developing the artistic, athletic, mathematical, social, 
psychological, and leadership of countless young men and women.  The music teacher develops self-esteem.  
They create a place for someone who would never otherwise know the security offered in a group endeavor.  
They put in more hours and receive less financial reward than many other educators, but few can compare 
with the “spiritual” reward when you amass the list of successes your students will experience through their 
singular efforts.



Never doubt the importance of this opportunity.  Everything in life worth doing takes gigantic commitment 
and effort.  There is no question that you will be putting forth that kind of effort and energy; there is also 
no question that the rewards yielded from stronger, more secure, open-minded, and committed students 
will make this effort and energy worthwhile.  The music program and music education is a privilege and a 
trust of great magnitude.  Time and time again, we find that music students are more successful in college, 
have a stronger work ethic, higher standards, and more secure values.  The music program develops the 
total person, mind, body, and spirit.  What you may not realize is the music program addresses all six 
intelligences…

1) Linguistic skills

2) Musical Skills

3) Spatial Skills

4) Logical/Mathematical Skills,

5) Bodily Kinesthetic Skills

6) Personal Skills (Knowledge of self and knowledge of others)

Hardly anyone shines in all six intelligences, so it is important to discover which intelligences we have by 
providing an opportunity to experience them all.  We must not judge our students only on academic 
achievements, but in all areas of development.  Young people make their mark in life by doing what they 
can do, not what they can’t do.  The music program could possibly be the “most important” part of some 
young person’s life.  This is the chance of a lifetime, the chance to change a young person’s life in a very 
dynamic and powerful way.  It is more than just teaching notes on a page.  It is about teaching life and life 
lessons.  It is learning to function in society.  It is about tolerance of others and learning how to work 
together.  It is laughter and memories, and hard work, and most of all, it is discovery of self worth and 
skills for everyone involved in the process.  Never doubt the worth or importance of the music program 
experience.  Together we can change the world.  What an exciting challenge!

Cooperate fully with those around you as you compete against
the standard of the best that you can be.

Then, if we are all equal to that competition with the self,
and if we all work together for the common good,

we have the chance of achieving together sublime moments
that others may not have managed to contemplate.



REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Dear Parents,

As you know, the fine arts are an important part of a well-rounded education.  Music ensembles offer 
students the ability to learn new skills, express their creativity, make friends and express their appreciation 
of many diverse cultures.  We hope that this growth will continue as they continue their journey through 
middle school.  Students will soon be selecting courses for next year.  Listed below is some useful 
information to consider when making these important choices.

Students interested in pursuing music should register for the following classes:

Winds: Incoming 6th Graders should register for Concert Band
Percussion: Incoming 6th Graders should register for Concert Band
Strings: Incoming 6th Graders should register for Concert Orchestra
Vocalists: Incoming 6th Graders should register for Concert Choir

CONTACT INFORMATION 
• Robert Burns - Instrumental Music    rburns@hcpss.org 
• Benjamin Denne - Instrumental Music   bdenne@hcpss.org 
• Nicholas Dogas - Vocal/General Music   ndogas@hcpss.org 
• M. Joseph Fischer - Instrumental Music   joe_fischer@hcpss.org 

ENSEMBLES 
 BAND 

• Concert Band  Winds/Percussion    Grade 6 - 7 - 8 
• Symphonic Band  Winds/Percussion    Grade 6 - 7 - 8 
• Symphonic Winds  Winds/Percussion    Grade 6 - 7 - 8 
• Wind Ensemble  Winds/Percussion    Grade 7 - 8 
• Percussion Ensemble Percussion     Grade 6 - 7 - 8 
• Jazz Lab   Winds/Percussion/Rhythm   Grade 6 - 7 - 8 
• Jazz Ensemble  Winds/Percussion/Rhythm   Grade 6 - 7 - 8 

 CHOIR 
• 6th Grade Choir  Vocalists     Grade 6 
• Concert Choir  Vocalists     Grade 7 - 8 
• Chamber Choir  Vocalists (*Audition Required!)  Grade 7 - 8 

 ORCHESTRA 
• Concert Orchestra  Strings      Grade 6 
• String Ensemble  Strings      Grade 7 - 8 
• String Orchestra  Strings      Grade 7 - 8 
• Symphony Orchestra Strings, Winds and Percussion   Grade 6 - 7 - 8 

*Chamber Choir auditions are held in the spring of  each school year for placement.  More detailed information is 
available by contacting Mr. Dogas.
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AUDITION INFORMATION
Dear Students and Parents,

Thank you for your interest in the Ellicott Mills Middle School Band Program.  Let me be the first to 
welcome you and congratulate you on your commitment to continue making music a part of your daily life. 

Please note that all students are welcome in the Ellicott Mills Band Program.  Auditions are for placement 
only.  These auditions help us to make sure that you are scheduled in the ensemble or sectional group that 
best fits your educational needs and musical proficiency.  All incoming 6th grade students are required to 
audition.

WINDS
• Prepared Piece: Perform any musical selection indicative of your abilities
• Scales: One (1) major scale of your choice and the chromatic scale

*Scales DO NOT have to be memorized

PERCUSSION
Snare Drum
• Prepared Piece: Perform any musical selection indicative of your abilities
• Rudiments: Perform several rudiments from the 26 standard rudiments

Mallets
• Prepared Piece: Perform any musical selection indicative of your abilities
• Scales: One (1) major scale of your choice and the chromatic scale

*Scales DO NOT have to be memorized

*Students that want to be considered for placement into the Symphonic Winds will also be required to 
perform a brief sight-reading.

BAND

Audition Requirements
are for

BAND STUDENTS ONLY!



MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
Over the years, many people have asked the same questions.  Here is what you can expect…

MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Ellicott Mills Music Program requires one quality...ENTHUSIASM for the Music 
Program and for Ellicott Mills Middle School.  ALL students are accepted and are placed according to 
musical ability and aptitude.  In some instances, performers may be asked to play another instrument needed 
to make up the proper instrumentation.

SCHEDULE
• All performing ensembles meet regularly during the scheduled school day, except Symphony 

Orchestra and Jazz Ensemble that meet outside of the scheduled school day.
• All performing ensembles have Concerts that require time outside of the school day.

CONCERT ATTIRE
• All students involved in the music program are required to purchase the appropriate concert attire 

for use in performances. 

INSTRUMENTS
• The school has a small inventory of professionally maintained instruments.  Students who do not own 

their own equipment will have access to these instruments.  Students become financially responsible 
for the maintenance of this equipment while it is in their care.

SWITCHING INSTRUMENTS
• We generally encourage students to work towards achievement on one instrument, but switching or 

picking up a second instrument sometimes meets both the needs of the individual and the program.  
Interested students should contact their ensemble director ASAP.

• Students are encouraged to develop both their instrumental and vocal talents in the Music Program.  
Speak to your ensemble director about possible performance opportunities.

SCHEDULING CONFLICTS
• If you find that you are unable to schedule the appropriate ensembles that apply to your son/daughter, 

please contact your ensemble director immediately.  We can help by offering options that may not be 
available through student services.

ATHLETICS VS. MUSIC
• Students can participate in the music program, as well as athletics.  Music classes meet during the school 

day and we will work with you to minimize co-curricular conflicts.



TOP 10 REASONS… 
To Join The Ellicott Mills Music Program 
10.) EXCELLENCE 

Our program has received many awards including being named an “Exemplary Music Program” by the 
Maryland Music Educators’ Association.  Few schools earn this award that is given to programs that show 
excellence in all areas of  music.  We are also well represented in Honors, GT, All-State and other local and 
national honors ensembles. 

9.) CONCERTS 
We love to perform.  We have 4 major concerts every year and have been invited to play at the Maryland 
Music Educators Convention, New Teacher Orientation, and other special events throughout the state of  
Maryland. 

8.) TRAVEL 
Our 7th and 8th grade ensembles travel to Hershey Park every year to participate in Music in the Parks - 
Music Festival. 

7.) SUPPORT 
Our program is supported by a network of  parents, alumni and community members who do everything 
from raising funds to attending concerts to advocating for music at board meetings.  Our school 
administrators have consistently shown a commitment to being on the cutting edge of  arts education. 

6.) DIVERSITY 
We have approximately 600 music students in grades 6-8.  In addition to being musicians, they are actors, 
artists, athletes, student leaders, scholars, scientists, writers, and participants in a wide variety of  activities.  
Our members represent diverse skill levels, interests and cultural backgrounds. 

5.) LIFE LESSONS 
We are about more than just notes on a page.  Our program teaches respect, teamwork, discipline, 
perseverance and goal setting.  These skills will carry you far in life beyond Ellicott Mills 

4.) WELCOME 
All are welcome in the music program, regardless of  experience or skill level.  If  you want to be involved 
and are willing to learn, we will find a place for you. 

3.) FAMILY 
We are a family whose members care for and support on another.  Music students become life-long friends 
who keep in touch long after high school.  There is no better way to make friends and smooth your way into 
middle school than to get involved! 

2.) FUN, FUN, FUN 
Do we work hard?  Of  course!  But we play hard, too.  Music is fun! 

1.) MUSIC!! 
What else?  Music is the universal language that brings us together.



MUSIC
ELLICOTT MILLS MIDDLE SCHOOLBe a part

OVERVIEW
The award winning music program at Ellicott Mills is designed to develop skills, 
understanding, and musicality at the highest level.  

This process of  musical study…  enhances creative & critical thinking skills,  
builds individual & group discipline,  
and increases achievement through individual & group effort.

ENSEMBLES 
Concert Band 

Concert Orchestra 
Concert Choir 

Symphonic Band 
String Ensemble 
Women’s Choir 

Symphonic Winds 
Wind Ensemble 
String Orchestra 
Chamber Choir 

Jazz Ensemble - Jazz Lab 
Percussion Ensemble 
Symphony Orchestra

MUSIC FACTS 
ALL Students Welcome...regardless of  experience 

Over 600 music Students 

Active & Dedicated Music Boosters Organization 

Travel yearly to Hershey Park 

Students are selected every year to participate 
in the MS Honors, GT, and All State Ensembles 

50% of  students participate in Solo & Ensemble

“ Music is our way of  
expressing ourselves. 
I always feel like the 

music room 
(and) playing music 

is my home.”

CHECK IT OUT! 

Music Education is much more 
than just notes on a page. 

Well-organized, sustained music study 
gives students intellectual and creative advantages 

that will last a lifetime. 

14 skills you will learn through the study of  music…

  

Reasoning Logic 
Communication 

Conceptualization 
Value Judgment 

Perseverance 
Time Management 

Collaboration 
 

“My daughter learned to reach well beyond what 
she thought she was capable of  accomplishing!”

“Being involved in the music program is one of  
the best kept secrets at Ellicott Mills. 

Students learn lessons that will 
carry them far in life… 

well beyond the music on the stand!”

CONTACT INFO… 

Ellicott Mills Middle School 
Department of  Music 

(410) 313-2839 

Mr. Burns (Band/General) - rburns@hcpss.org 
Mr. Denne (Orchestra) - bdenne@hcpss.org 

Mr. Dogas (Choir/General) - ndogas@hcpss.org 
Mr. Fischer (Band) - joe_fischer@hcpss.org

  

Self-Confidence 
Coordination 

Teamwork 
Comprehension 
Problem Solving 

Discipline 
Arts Appreciation 

 

extraordinary
of something
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